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Guidelines for writers

Purpose​
HORIZON is published four times a year for members of the National Religious Vocation Conference (NRVC), as well as for others who care about the future of religious life.  It is a resource to assist, inform and inspire vocation directors and their communities in carrying out the ministry of promoting religious life and inviting new members. 
HORIZON provides timely, contemporary articles about vocation ministry, as well as articles on themes that affect vocation ministers--such as ethics, spirituality, religious life, the vows, young adults, cultural diversity, community life, discernment, etc.

Audience
HORIZON readers are primarily vocation directors for Catholic religious communities; but because of the communal nature of this ministry, readers also include members and leaders of religious communities, diocesan vocation ministers, the Bishops’ Committee on Vocations, and leaders of various national conferences and church bodies in the U.S. and other English-speaking countries.

Length

Feature articles are approximately 2500 to 3500 words (5-6 single-spaced pages).  Sidebars and resource lists are also welcome.
Book reviews
Book reviews are 1000 words. The primary focus of the review should be reflection on the book’s ideas as they relate to vocation ministry and related issues in the church, youth culture, religious life, etc.  The review should also weigh in on whether the book is worth reading.
Article submission and payment 
Articles (along with an author ID and photo) can be sent to cscheiber@nrvc.net.  Author IDs generally tell who the authors are, where they live and what their credentials are for writing on a given topic.  It’s fine to mention books, websites, etc. in the author ID.  NRVC pays a stipend of $200 upon publication. 

Page proofs, style, footnotes 
Writers are invited to review a proof of their article before HORIZON goes to press. HORIZON uses Associated Press style.  Generally, it’s best to avoid footnotes to make text easier to read and absorb. Please try to work any footnote information into the text itself. If a footnote is essential, writers are asked to adhere to MLA guidelines.

Photos
We ask authors to submit a photo of themselves. If writers have photos or graphics that illustrate the article, those, too, are very much welcomed.
Reprints
The National Religious Vocation Conference does not earn money from publishing HORIZON.  To help offset the costs of producing the journal, it asks for donations from religious orders and other non-profits that want to reprint and distribute more than 50 copies of HORIZON articles. (It gives blanket permission for non-commercial reprints of 50 or fewer.)  NRVC recognizes that under U.S. copyright law HORIZON has one-time publication rights and that the writers retain the rights to their work thereafter.    

Therefore, NRVC requests permission from HORIZON writers to allow small non-commercial uses of their work and to request donations for reprints of 50 or more for non-commercial use.  Any other types of reprint requests will be referred directly to the writers. 
If writers prefer NOT to give NRVC this permission, they are asked to e-mail the editor before publication.  In this case, all reprint requests would be referred directly to the writer.  If no such request for an exception is made, NRVC assumes that writers have granted permission for the reprint practices spelled out above.
 NRVC is grateful to the many writers who contribute their time and talent so that religious life can thrive and young adults can better know and respond to God’s call.
Carol Schuck Scheiber, HORIZON editor
3463 Kingsgate Blvd.

Toledo, OH 43606


(567) 288-2255
cscheiber@nrvc.net
(alternate e-mail if there is trouble with the above: carolscheiber@gmail.com)

